Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: #39B 

Congregation of Lord Jesus Christ: Our only Hope is found in the Lord our God, the Creator and Sustainer of all Things!
Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him with Psalm 105B “Unto the Lord Lift Thankful Voice” vss 1-3,6. 

We will profess our faith using the Apostles Creed on page 6. Please be seated. 

Song of continued dedication: #476 “Living for Jesus a Life that is True” 
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer, let’s bow our heads, hearts and souls before the Lord: 
Prayer for community, emergency personal, members of the church who serve in those professions, as well as the general needs of the congregation. 
SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 13

God is the giver of all good gifts, let us therefore trust him with our needs as we generously bring before the Lord his tithes and our additional free-will offerings: Deacons 

Let’s continue by singing a song of preparation: Psalm 389 “Lord Speak that I May Speak” vss 1-3,5

SERMON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 12:12-3:1  LD 21 Sermon Title: Every Part is Important

Let us now sing a song of response: Psalm 366 “Go Forth for God” 

May the God the Father bless you and keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you, May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance towards you and give you peace! AMEN

Our Doxology will be: #525 
Evening Sermon: “All Parts are Important”



Heidelberg  #21-2
Text: 1 Corinthians 12:12-13:13  
Reading:   Lord’s Day #21 
Introduction:
Children, have you ever seen a Jelly Fish or a Snail? Do you know what they have in common? They are invertebrates… Do you know what that means? It means they don’t have backbones or skeletons! They are boneless! They are both amazing creatures, but at the end of the day, they are kinda weird to us… they just kinda flop around or slither and slime their way around. NOW, when I learned about boneless animals when I was little, I always appreciated that we have bones! I mean, can you imagine, the human body without bones? We wouldn’t be able to stand up like we do, we couldn’t move as quickly as we do! Unless God had given us some other special ability, we would have just been a jumbled pile of limbs that flopped and dragged itself along the ground! The Structure of our bones, however, enable us as a body/person to move and to stand and to walk as we do! 

And the body of Christ is the same! Just as the body needs the structure of bones, so the church needs a structure and hierarchy of gifts and roles within Christ’s body! God designed each member of the body to have a job and to do its job, but the members do not function properly without the bones/offices which give it shape! 

As we get back into this text this evening we are going to be looking at two different ideas: How each different member is to relate to one another, and how we all are connected through God’s appointed structure.
 Last Sunday night, we began by marveling at the human body – at how incredible it is that we can do simple and complex things through each part of the body doing its work! And then we went on to explore how much MORE amazing it is within the church – because God can do amazing things through Christians working together!

As we began looking at the text: We learned that there is One body of Christ, but that body is found in each local church… we spent quite a bit of time defining the Universal church and what unites us in Christ. We saw that while some differences are important (and we must never belittle gospel errors) we must recognize true Christian brothers and sisters as fellow members of the Same Universal body of Christ! 





And yet, that doesn’t mean that we throw out local churches and affiliations – instead, as we saw in vs. 27, The LOCAL Church IS the Body of Christ! It is meant to be a local expression of what God is doing around the world! And each member is meant to serve a specific function within the body! And that served as the introduction to what we would be looking at this evening! The Communion/Unity of the Body of Christ.

As we examine the text, we’ll learn that: Each member and structure of Christ’s body is important! And you and I need to KNOW that fact, believe that Fact, and LOVE the members/structures that God has placed in each particular local church! Each body has vitally important members whom we might not like – but that doesn’t mean that we can get rid of them! No! Each Member & Structure of Christ’s Body is Important! 

We will explore that under 3 headings:
 
I. We need God-Given Differences!
II. We need ALL Kinds of Members!
III. We need Structure & Love!
Let’s begin with:

I. We need God-Given Differences 
(REPEAT)
AS we get started, you need to notice something: Paul approaches this topic in two different ways, in this first section, vs. 14-20, He is talking to those who would absent or withdraw themselves because they don’t have certain gifts, and in the next section, vs.21-26, he speaks to those who would reject someone else because they were not of a certain caliber or quality of gifting. READ vs.14-16
You see, the Corinthians had been fighting back and forth about different spiritual gifts and different abilities and which one was better… and all that! But Paul cuts to the chase and challenges their assumptions by saying, “just because you aren’t like the other guy doesn’t mean you aren’t part of the body of Christ!” We need different types of people and different gifts to make up the body! 

Just look again at Vs. 17ff - 20 - READ
 
Paul’s argument is simple and powerful – diversity in the body of Christ is not a bad thing, it is a good thing – a VITAL thing! Just because you aren’t as gifted as the person sitting over there, doesn’t mean that you aren’t “good enough” or that you don’t belong! Nor does it mean that you shouldn’t serve in the same area/ministry as them, because they can do better…  Neither does it mean (as we’ll see in vs.21ff) that you can tell someone else that we don’t need them, or that they shouldn’t stay, because they don’t belong! 

Too often in our day and age, people gather in churches which are like-minded and similar – they only join where they find people like them. “Oh, we all like the same music here…” or “we are all the same culture,” “or we are all young families”, or “we all have the same gifts…” And when others come in, they feel out of place because they are the odd one out… OR FAR WORSE, someone new comes in and people turn and look at them with disdain and contempt because they are different! 
But if you do that, you impoverish the church!  You end-up cultivating a local body of all one type/member – I fear that we have whole churches of “Ears”, or Hands, or Mouths, or Feet!  










Don’t be confused… let me explain what I mean…  We have churches which consist of all “Ears” = people who like to listen and share, show empathy and give a shoulder to cry on!

We have churches of all “Hands” – many of the mainline liberal denominations have these – large concentrations of people who like to serve and be involved in practical acts of ministry in the community (no gospel).
We have churches of all brains – where deep theology is learned and discussed and distributed and debated but where practically no one listens or encourages or evangelizes or serves others! 
There are still other churches of all “feet” – where everyone is out making disciples, but no one is staying back to train those new disciples into the deep truths of the faith! So, you lose some to heresy and others to apathy and still more to gross temptations and sin!
SO: What about us?!  I am still learning this congregation. I do know that some people have left in the last year because they felt unwelcomed and like they didn’t belong. And there are several people in the congregation– perhaps a dozen or more – who have told me that they feel lonely and isolated in this church. WHY IS THAT? 

It is probably due to some level of misunderstanding as to how the body of the church is to function. BOTH by the individual feeling left out, and a problem with the rest of us in not reaching out adequately. ARE you as a member of this church an encouragement or a hindrance to diversity in the congregation?! 





We have diversity in spades and growing all the time – but are YOU, and YOU and YOU and YOU individually helping or hindering that growth and development? Are you welcoming or ignoring!? 

I do believe our church is growing more Biblical every week – but this is something we HAVE to be on our guard about! EVERY Christian is important and Every different type of gifting has value!  


We don’t want to be bucket of brains with a few hands and no feet! We need and want to be the Body of Christ and to do that we need ALL those GOD-Given Differences! AND ALL types of spiritual maturity or immaturity for that matter! NOW, some of you are probably thinking about specific people at this point, and perhaps you are thinking, “well, we don’t need ‘this’ or ‘that’ kind of person: Surely, we don’t need their immaturity!!” 

And that leads perfectly into our SECOND point:
II. We need ALL Kinds of Members!        (REPEAT)
And this is where we get into Paul’s second section – NOT only should people not back away from the church because they aren’t the same – LIKEWISE, you should not turn people away for being different!  

 READ vs.21-26
We too can easily fall into that trap of not welcoming new people and not embracing them and serving them because they don’t fit “our mold” – you dare not fall into that trap! We need to be looking for NEW people to come and serve and be involved here! Diversity keeps us humble and Christ centered.

I have certainly come across the sentiment that we just don’t need some people. I have heard people say (in our church and others) “well, maybe that person will move along soon and go somewhere else, they just don’t fit in.” Or they might say, “We really don’t need those kinds of negative people… or those kinds of sinners in our church.” 

But Paul’s words here challenge that kind of idea… Vs. 22-23… READ! WHAT is He getting at here?

Do you remember what Jesus said to his disciples about the poor? The Poor, you will always have with you! And here, Paul explains that God designed the body of Christ so that there would ALWAYS be people in need! People who need more modesty/covering up if you know what I mean!

           You know, I could very easily get fed up and frustrated with problems in the church – oh, here comes another one… but you know what? Problems are GREAT! SERIOUSLY!! Conflict is redemptive! The Gospel shines brighter in the darkness of trial than it ever did in the sunshine of blessing!

Problems they show that you and I are needed! They show that God is at work, revealing sin, opening up opportunities for encouragement and rebuke and love! It is so easy to get frustrated by sin in the church and say, “I am sick of it… I have had enough of this filth – I am done!” But if you say that, you are forgetting a HUGE lesson which Paul reminds us of right here! God gives each congregation its unpresentable parts, which need care and modesty! 
Now, what does Paul mean by things needing modesty? 

I believe he is referring to sin – which could be true of ANY one of us, at any time! 

I WILL TRY TO SAY THIS TACTFULLY… BUT I want you to understand the Euphemism/illustration that Paul is using in this text. Paul has been using the analogy of the Body… Eyes are important, as are Ears and Hands and Feet etc… BUT, there are some parts that need more modesty. I don’t mean to be crass… but what parts do you think Paul is talking about? What parts need to be covered up?! I will give you a hint, if someone walked in on you when you were naked, no one would cover their ears! Every person has to use the toilet. Every person has a need for modesty. And in the same way, every Christian has sin, and every local body of Christ has sinners! There are members who are less presentable, who need greater care and modesty in the church.  God designed the body that way. You can’t get rid of all the modesty parts of the human body – you would die! THE SAME IS TRUE OF THE CHURCH!
Think about it… if everyone was equally rich and equally gifted – what would we do as a church? How would we gain knowledge of Christ? We wouldn’t/couldn’t – not together at least! If all are equal, then teaching, shepherding, love, rebuke, sharing, and giving wouldn’t work – because we would be giving the same things to each other all the time!  We would be just as good on our own.

HOWEVER, if we are different, and if God places greater and lesser sinners in our midst, and if there are needs and riches represented in the body – THEN we get to function like a body! THE BODY IS CONSTANTLY SHARING WITHIN ITSELF. The same is true in the church – when each person is different, then one shares their strengths with another’s weakness. With differences between us, we can circulate love and knowledge and assistance and sharing which will HELP ALL of us understand the Love of Christ on a deeper level. 

SO Often, we can get the attitude that “Bob” or “So-in-So” in the church has gotten himself into this problem – and he doesn’t deserve our help and we  would be better off as a church without him! People say: “I refuse to work with that guy anymore because he is useless – he will never change!”
Do you know what Paul would say to that? READ vs.22  + summary 23…!
DO YOU GET THAT?! Problem people, so called – are gifts from God so that we might understand His love! AND ANY OF US, You or me, could be a “Problem Person” at any time – if we fall into sin and refuse to repent!
Problem people are a gift because how would you EVER understand the idea of God sending His SON to live and Die for His enemies… if God didn’t give you a problem person to love?! As you sacrifice & suffer to care for them & to share with them, & they burn you again/again. You begin to understand… THIS IS WHAT God did for me in Christ!

 No… better than that! This is WHAT God DOES for me in Christ! For I burn bridges with God all the time! I return to my sin, I rebel in my heart, I get angry at my family! And GOD STILL LOVES ME!! How would you understand that and become Christ-like without these indispensable situations and people?! There ARE NO “useless” people whom we need to get rid of in the church… & if you think there are, then you don’t get the Gospel! 
YOU NEED DIVERSITY IN THE PEWS OR YOU WILL GROW COLD AND HARD TO THE BASIC TRUTHS OF THE FAITH!!! For the Good news of Salvation – the core message of Christ is this: All can be joined to Christ by faith thru the power of the Holy Spirit! There is no Jew/Greek, Slave/Free, Dutch/Kiwi or Korean, Rich/Poor … NOT in the Kingdom of God! There are only variously gifted people whom all have a purpose & all have a role to play!
Churches need to learn to be modest and clean in their dealings! And not by cutting out every person in the church who needs a bit of modesty – but by showing such grace and love and mercy – that sin can be cleaned up easily! Confronting, forgiving and covering up sin/failure – reconciling without fear! EVERY ONE of you need to so trust the other people in your Fellowship Group and in the church, that you can freely speak of your own sin struggles and that you will KNOW that everyone else will be very modest in the way they keep that private and they refuse to Gossip! Gossip brings division as people withdraw from fellowship – but real love brings unity, and so we honor one another by being open and honest and trustworthy with each other!

WE NEED God-Given Differences, because we need All Kinds of Members… 

But that only works when we love one another within God’s Structure! And that leads to our THIRD point:

III. We need Structure & Love!        (REPEAT)
In the midst of this whole explanation about membership and responsible use of gifts and the way we interact with fellow believers… Paul explains that actually there are differences in gifts. Some are to be considered more important and more authoritative than others. The Corinthians had that right, but the way they were going about their arguments was all wrong because it didn’t flow from love!
 In vs. 28 and following… Paul explains God’s hierarchy and structure for the church… READ vs.28 - 31

Do you see what Paul does there? I have so often wanted to argue this point with our Pentecostal brothers and sisters … but I haven’t had a venue where I could do so graciously… Paul explains that Tongues and miracles and healing were NOT the most important gifts! Apostles – those given to lead and found the church – they were first. Which is why the Bible places such an emphasis and authority with elders in the church – because they inherit much of the Apostolic office! We are no longer apostles – but elders are to represent Christ to His people and shepherd the flock of God! That is the primary authority in the church. 
Then prophets and teachers… those who brought God’s Word to His people were next in line = knowledge of the Lord and His Word is vitally important to God – more important even than the coveted gifts of working miracles! 
And those leaders who teach you the Word, and Shepherd/Disciple you into how to LIVE the Word – they are vitally important to the structure of the Church. Those who serve in this way are the skeleton which gives the body it ability to move/function as God requires. And Paul clearly explains – not everyone is cut out to do these things! But you are to earnestly desire the better gifts! 

And then we go on to read one of the most well-known and poetic and loved passages of the Bible. This is read nearly as often as the Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 23! I won’t preach chapter 13 to you now, but I do want you to see and understand it in the context! 

IN THE CHURCH – in the context of the structure and authority of the body of Christ – LOVE is held up as the MOST vital gift you can have and that you should seek/cultivate! Without Love, the Church is nothing!


Without love – the eldership is nothing! 
Without love, the unity we have in Christ – becomes NOTHING!! 
We need Love! Love makes the structure of the church and the membership of the church possible!


For, Love leads you to recognize the value of each and every member of the Lord’s body! 
Therefore, Love one another… Always remembering the love of God for you in Christ! That even though you were His enemy and completely unloveable – He sent His only Son to Live/Die/Rise again to save you!


He now calls you to Remember & share that SAME Love with others inside/out of the church to His Glory! 
May we do so in His strength. AMEN.
